Recent Books
Peace
Walter Brueggemann
Chalice Press, 2001
ca. 256 pp., $24.99
In this collection of reflections, originally given as oral
presentations in the 1970s,
Brueggemann outlines a biblical vision of peace and justice. He argues convincingly
in his new introduction that
such a visionary concept was
not only needed in the 1970s
but is still essential for today, for both the communities of believers and the society at large. The sixteen
biblical and theological studies are arranged in five
parts focusing on a vision of shalom, a vision of freedom, a vision of order, the shalom church, and shalom persons. While Brueggemann unfolds his understanding of the biblical peace concept, a major concern for him is always the public dimensions of the
gospel and the ministry of the believers. An appendix
with a shalom lectionary including brief explanations
on it concludes the volume. These deep but comprehendible reflections on shalom will certainly enrich
everyone who is interested in the biblical concept of
shalom and who is wondering how to incorporate a
vision of shalom into present-day society.
Religion and Violence, Religion and Peace
Joseph H. Ehrenkranz &
David L. Coppola, editors
Sacred Heart University
Press, 2000
145 pp., $21.95
Rabbi Ehrenkranz edited a
collection of essays presented
at the Center for ChristianJewish Understanding Conference held in May 1998 in
Auschwitz, Poland. A group of
scholars, rabbis, priests, bishops, Islamic leaders, cardinals, members of the press, and observers from
twelve countries gathered to discuss the role that religion plays in cultivating peace or promoting violence.
Interestingly, for one of the first times a prominent
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group of Orthodox rabbis participated in such a theological interfaith discussion. The printed essays cover
topics like the roots of peace in the Torah, the New
Testament, and the Qur’an, the problem of violence
linked with religion, and the role of religion in the
pursuit of peace. This volume is certainly an invaluable source for students of theology, religious leaders,
and others involved in religious education.
Sharing Shalom
Philip A. Cunningham &
Arthur F. Starr, editors
Paulist Press, 1998
120 pp. $7.95
Sharing Shalom is a six-session dialogue process developed by the Shalom Center at
Notre Dame College,
Manchester, NH, that enables
groups of Jews and Christians
to explore each other’s faith
traditions. In each session a
Jew and a Christian reflect on a specific theme, such
as worship, principal feasts, Messiah, making common cause. Discussion questions and a closing prayer
conclude each session. Rabbi Leon Klenicki writes in
the Foreword, “This book reflects the concerns of both
Jews and Christians about their heritage and their relationship to local communities and the nation. The
different articles reflect social concerns, but also open
the possibility of a theological exchange that should
nurture the interfaith dialogue. . . . Sharing Shalom
[brings] the peace of the heart, making the other person part of the community of faith.”
The Meaning of Peace
Perry B. Yoder & Willard
M. Swartley, editors
Institute of Mennonite
Studies, 2000
310 pp., $20.00
Yoder and Swartley collected German exegetical
essays on shalom and eirene
and headed them by two introductory chapters. The
translated studies comprises

a number of different aspects—like peace as God’s
gift, the word shalom in the Hebrew Bible, the concept of peace in the prophets, the early Christian concept of peace, peace and the sword in the New Testament, etc.—and lay thus the foundation for a comprehensive understanding of peace in Scripture. An
extensive up-to-date bibliography on peace studies
within the biblical literature (40 pages) and an introductory essay to the bibliography will assist anyone
interested in further studies. This collection is especially helpful for students of the Bible and all those
“concerned to live in light of the biblical hope of
peace” (R. B. Hays on the back cover).
The Words of Peace
Irwin Abrams, editor
Newmarket Press, 2000
142 pp., $14.95
In a masterful way, Abrams
selected excerpts from the
thought-provoking acceptance speeches and lectures of
the Nobel Peace Prize Laureates of the twentieth century.
Abrams, himself a joint winner of the 1947 Nobel Peace
Prize, is considered to be the
leading authority on the history of the Nobel Peace
Prize. He arranged the selections under the headings
Peace, the Bonds of Humanity, Faith and Hope, the
Tragedy of War, Violence and Nonviolence, Human
Rights, and Politics and Leadership. The various heroes of peace who come to word include, among many
others, Menachem Begin, the Dalai Lama, Mikhail
Gorbachev, Martin Luther King, Jr., Nelson Mandela,
Shimon Peres, Yitzhak Rabin, Albert Schweizer,
Mother Teresa, Elie Wiesel. As president Jimmy Carter
writes in the Foreword, “As we have found inspira-

tion in their work for peace, so may we find inspiration in this excellent collection of their ‘Words of
Peace.’” Indeed, listening to these voices of peace provides excellent food for thought. Biographical notes
of those prize winners whose speeches and lectures
have been excerpted and a listing of all of the Nobel
Peace Prize winners from 1901 to 1999 round off this
inspiring book.
Yes to Peace: Sermons on
the Shalom of God
R. Scott Colglazier, editor
Chalice Press, 2001
ca. 160 pp., $18.99
Responding to a “Preach
for Peace” initiative by
Colglazier, many clergy in the
United States presented a calling of peace to the believers
at the beginning of the year
2000. Yes to Peace with its
twenty-four chapters is a collection of twenty-four of these sermons preached “in
some of the most influential pulpits around the country” (introduction). Each chapter consists of the title
of the sermon, a brief introduction of the author, the
Scripture reading, the sermon manuscript, and discussion questions for further reflection. As the preachers are diverse in their background and in their approach, these sermons reflect different facets of the
broad concept of peace. They are packed with anecdotes, illustrations and biblical exposition. And the
best about sermons is that they speak directly to the
readers (as sermons usually should) and challenge
them to change—to change for peace.
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